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Reply to Office Action of: November 15, 2004 

REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Claims 2, 3, 4, 7, and 9 have been canceled. Claims 1, 5, 6, 8, and 10 have been amended 
to overcome the objections due to informalities. Claims 1, 5, 6, 8, and 10 have also been 
amended to overcome the rejections under 35 USC §112. Furthermore, claims 1 and 5 have been 
amended to more clearly distinguish applicant's invention from that of de la Rocha (United 
States Patent No. 5,511,654), Kalayjian (United States Patent No. 3,513,830), Chisum (United 
States Patent No. 5,874,045), and Genovese, Jr. (United States Patent No. 5,092,013). 

de la Rocha (United States Patent No. 5,51 1,654) discloses a cosmetic swab and swab 
shield assembly. The swab comprises of an elongated rod with a relatively smooth surfaced 
wax-coated, fibrous material wad secured at one end onto which wad is applied a daubable 
cosmetic material. The swab shield is annular and is slidable along the elongated rod. There is 
no enlarged cup affixed to the wad as in applicant's invention. A separate cap may optionally be 
provided to close the opening in the swab shield. Unlike applicant's invention, wherein an one- 
piece elongated tubular cover with an open end and a sealed end covers the applicator tip of the 
applicator to enclose the applicator tip wherein an opening means is provided between the sealed 
end and the open end of the elongated tubular cover in the form of a score line. 

Kalayjian (United States Patent No. 3,513,830) discloses an instrument comprising an 
elongated tube with a separate fiiction fitted cap attached to the elongated tube. Whereas, 
appUcant's invention has an one-piece elongated tubular cover with an open end and a sealed end 
covers the applicator tip of the applicator to enclose the applicator tip wherein an opening means 
is provided between the sealed end and the open end of the elongated tubular cover in the form 
of a score line. A conventional swab stick comprising a swab rod with an absorbent tip is 
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disposed within the elongated tube in Kalayjian such that the tip can force the cap off the tube. 
The tip can be withdrawn back into the elongated tube after use. There is no enlarged cup 
affixed to the absorbent tip as in appUcant's invention. 

Chisum (United States Patent No. 5,874,045) discloses a sample collection device 
comprising a shaft with a sampling head attached to one end and a shield with an open end and a 
collar for slidingly engaging the shaft and surrounds the sampling head without substantially 
touching the sampling head. On the other hand, applicant's invention has an one-piece elongated 
tubular cover with an open end and a sealed end covers the apphcator tip of the applicator to 
enclose the applicator tip wherein an opening means is provided between the sealed end and the 
open end of the elongated tubular cover in the form of a score line. Furthermore, there is no 
enlarged cup affixed to the sampling head as in applicant's invention. 

Genovese, Jr. (United States Patent No. 5,092,013) discloses a disposable toilet seat wipe 
apparatus that is relatively more complex than applicant's invention. The apparatus comprises a 
pre-moistened cleansing pad disposed within a contamer with a plunger extending outwardly 
from one of the container ends. When the plunger is pushed inwardly towards the container, the 
pre-moistened cleansing pad will be forced out of the other end of the container. The end of the 
container that the pre-moistened cleansing pad is exposed incorporates multiple flexible, 
openable leaves through which the cleansing pad exits the container. Applicant's invention has 
an one-piece elongated tubular cover with an open end and a sealed end covers the applicator tip 
of the applicator to enclose the applicator tip wherein an opening means is provided between the 
sealed end and the open end of the elongated tubular cover in the form of a score line. In 
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addition, there is no enlarged cup affixed to the pre-moistened cleansing pad as in appUcant's 
invention. 

Therefore, applicant respectfully requests that a timely Notice of Allowance be issued 
this case. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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Certificate of Mailing: I certify that on the date below this document and referenced 



attachments, if any, will be deposited with the U.S. Postal Service by 1^' Class Mail in an 



envelope addressed to: "Mail Stop Amendment, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 



Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



May 3, 2005 




Joe Niet^ 
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